
 

Book Review Mini-Critique

Below you will find ratings (scale of 1-5) with
general descriptions for the major parts of your
book followed by your Readers' Favorite review.
Although this is just a Mini-Critique, we hope it
will give you an insight into how readers may
view the different components of your book.

These are the opinions of your reviewer, and
although they are not a literary professional,
they are an avid reader of books just like yours.

   
Title:  The Dreamtidings of a Disgruntled Starbeing

Subtitle:  Life with a psychopathic brother

Author:  Linn Aspen

Genre:  Fiction - Visionary

  
Appearance: The appearance of a book can make a significant impact on the

experience of a reader, whose enjoyment is often enhanced by an
enticing cover, an intriguing table of contents, interesting chapter
headings, and when possible, eye-catching illustrations.5

  
Plot: The characters of a book should be well defined with strengths and

flaws, and while they do not have to be likable, the reader does
have to be able to form a connection with them. The tone should be
consistent, the theme should be clear, and the plot should be
original or told from a unique perspective. For informative books --
those without plot and characters--this rating refers primarily to
your concept and how well you presented it.

5

  



Development: Development refers to how effectively you told your story or
discussed your topic. The dialogue should be realistic, the
descriptions should be vivid, and the material should be concise
and coherent. Organization is also a key factor, especially for
informative books -- those without plot and characters. The order in
which you tell your story or explain your topic and how smoothly it
flows can have a huge impact on the reader's understanding and
enjoyment of the material.

5

  
Formatting: Formatting is the single most overlooked area by authors. The way

in which you describe scenes, display dialogue, and shift point of
view can make or break your story. In addition, excessive
grammatical errors and typos can give your book an amateurish
feel and even put off readers completely.

5
  
Marketability: Marketability refers to how effectively you wrote your book for your

target audience. Authors may include content that is above or
below the understanding of their target reader, or include concepts,
opinions or language that can accidentally confuse or alienate some
readers. Although by its nature this rating is very subjective, a very
low rating here and poor reviews may indicate an issue with your
book in this area.

5

  
Overall Opinion: The overall starred rating takes into account all these elements and

describes the overall reading experience of your reviewer. This is
the official Readers' Favorite review rating for your book.5

  



Review: Reviewed by Parul Sood for Readers' Favorite

Linn Aspen's The Dreamtidings of a Disgruntled Starbeing crafts an
enthralling narrative that blends whimsical charm with profound
introspection, inviting readers on an awe-inspiring journey of self-
revelation. It follows the journey of 13-year-old Klara Tippins, a
precocious starbeing who finds solace from her challenging life
through vivid dreams and guidance from her celestial family. Little
does she know, they are not merely dreams but a real connection
to her home world, some 22,236 miles from Earth. Set in an
eccentric upstate New York home, Klara discovers resilience and
inner strength as she navigates three mystical belief
systems—Quakerism, Q'ero Shamanism, and Hinduism—that help
shape her worldview.

In The Dreamtidings of a Disgruntled Starbeing, Linn Aspen's
evocative prose adds emotional depth to Klara's experiences,
delivering a poignant personal growth and healing tale. Though
Klara faces struggles with mental illness in her family, the narrative
shines with hope as she embarks on a transformative path toward
embracing her true self. This isn't a conventional fantasy
story—Aspen ingeniously weaves fantastical elements through
feelings and metaphor. The result is a refreshingly unique coming-
of-age journey that immerses readers in Klara's mind and spirit.
Blending rich spirituality and self-discovery, The Dreamtidings of a
Disgruntled Star stands apart with its creative flair and thoughtful
themes. Aspen introduces compelling belief systems that elevate
the narrative and provide profound wisdom. This imaginative ode to
finding one's inner strength and purpose resonates deeply,
remaining with readers long after the final page. For those seeking
an emotionally stirring fantasy that defies conventions, Aspen
delivers a magical tale of personal revelation.


